NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 



OMB No. 1024-0018 



United States Department of the Interior SENT TO D.C. 

National Park Service . „ -/ 

(p-2 %' 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 11 

REGISTRATION FORM 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by 
marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.'' For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter 
only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS 
Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items. 



1, Name of Property 

historic name : Grand Crossing Park 

other names/site number : Park #15 



2. Location 



street & number: 


7655 South Inglcside Avenue 


_ 


Not for publication 


city or town : 


Chicago 




vicinity 


state Illinois 


code IL county Cook 


code 031 


zip code 60619 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination' request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National 

Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 

property jC meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally statewide '^ locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

s __ £ — — 

Signature of certifying official Date 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 




Grand Crossing Park 

Name of Property 


Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 


4. National Park Service Certification 


1, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper 


Date of Action 



entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register 
other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

private 

X public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

building(s) 

X district 

site 

structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

2 1 buildings 

1 0 sites 

6 2 structures 

0 1 objects 

9 4 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 



Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District 



Cook Count)', Illinois 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 



Grand Crossing Park 

Name of Property 



Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



7. Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Beaux Arts Classicism 



Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

Foundation: CONCRETE 

Roof: ASPHALT TILES 

Walls: CONCRETE 

Other: EARTH 

VEGETATION 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



See continuation Sheets 




Grand Crossing Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



8. Stat ement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 
Landscape Architecture 
Entertainment/ Recreation 

Period of Significance 1912 - 1956 

Significant Dates: 1915 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder South Park Commission 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) See Continuation Sheets 




Grand Crossing Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



9. Major Bibliographical References 



(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

Local government 

University 

X Other 

Name of repository Chicago Park District 



10. Geographical Data 



Acreage of Property: 10.5 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 16 449993 4622939 3 16 450181 4622544 

2 16 450176 4622941 4 16 449991 4622537 
See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 








Grand Crossing Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



11. Form Prepared By 



name/title: Julia Sniderman Bachrach 

organization: Chicago Park District date: March 2006 

street & number: 541 N. Fairbanks telephone: (312)742-4698 

city or town: Chicago state: Illinois zip code: 60611 



Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 



Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Timothy J. Mitchell, General Supt. and CEO, Chicago Park District 

street & number 541 N. Fairbanks telephone 

city or town Chicago state 1L zip code 60611 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, 
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and 
the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Grand Crossing Park, Cook County, Illinois 



Narrative Description 

Grand Crossing Park is a 17.16 acre site located on Chicago’s south side at 7600 South and 922 East. It 
is one of four parks, approximately twenty acres in size, that the South Park Commission began planning in 
1907, within two years of the introduction of its revolutionary system of neighborhood parks. Land was 
acquired between 1907 and 1909, and the following year, nationally renowned landscape architects, the 
Olmsted Brothers, were hired to develop plans for all four new parks. Between 1910 and 1912, the firm 
developed plans for each of what were then considered parks #15, 16, 17 and 1 8. Grand Crossing Park consists 
of thirteen resources: nine contributing and four non-contributing. The contributing resources include two 
buildings, six structures, and one site consisting of landscape, ball fields and walkways, open air gymnasiums 
and other design features. 

Initial improvements such as grading, fencing and the construction of temporary shelters and comfort 
stations were conducted in 1 9 1 2, so that the public could begin using the four parks. In 1 9 1 5, the construction 
of the field house for Park #15 (Grand Crossing) was underway. The building was designed by South Park 
Commission in-house staff rather than Daniel H. Burnham and Company, the firm responsible for all of the 
architecture for the earlier system of neighborhood parks. The large monumental building was clearly inspired 
by the collection of neighborhood park buildings that had previously been designed by the Burnham firm. 

The design of Grand Crossing Park's landscape can also be attributed to South Park Commission in- 
house staff, though it strongly reflects the influence of the Olmsted Brothers. The park included all of the 
program elements that were first tested in the original system of neighborhood parks. These are the ball field, 
field house with men’s and women’s indoor gymnasiums; swimming pool; women’s outdoor gymnasium near a 
children’s playground and wading pool, tennis courts, men's outdoor gymnasium and running track, tool 
building, boiler house, and skating shelter. 

By 1915, when the South Park Commission began making permanent improvements to Grand Crossing 
Park, numerous other neighborhood parks existed and many were then under construction in areas throughout 
Chicago, as well as other American cities. Grand Crossing Park was quite representative of the South Park 
Commission’s neighborhood parks, which tended to include formal landscape elements and classically inspired 
architecture. This design vocabulary was different from the neighborhood parks of the West Park Commission. 
These tended to be extremely small, and often had Prairie Style landscapes designed by Jens Jensen and brick 
buildings that were also often rendered in the Prairie Style. The architecture of the Lincoln Park Commission’s 
neighborhood parks also tended to include Prairie Style buildings, many of which were designed by Dwight H. 
Perkins. The site planning for the Lincoln Park Commission’s neighborhood parks did not rely upon the strict 
organization or zoning that tends to characterize the South Park Commission parks. This is also true for many 
of the neighborhood parks of the nineteen additional park commissions, which had various recreational features 
loosely organized around an elliptical or irregularly configured ball field. The field houses, generally composed 





